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1 Introduction  

The Founders Day Festival is the largest annual community event in Dripping Springs. The 
three-day festival celebrates the founding of the Dripping Springs community in 1850 and 
offers a variety of family-friendly activities. The spring festival kicks off on Friday evening 
with the Grand Parade followed by live music on two stages. Arts and Crafts booths open 
Saturday morning and close on Sunday afternoon. With a carnival, cook-off competitions 
and arts and crafts vendors, there is something for everyone. 

2 Festival Layout 

The Founders Day Vendors Booths are located along the streets in the central part of 
$ÒÉÐÐÉÎÇ 3ÐÒÉÎÇÓȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÇÉÖÅÓ ÏÕÒ ÆÅÓÔÉÖÁÌ Á Ȱ(ÏÍÅ 4Ï×Îȱ ÆÅÅÌ ÂÕÔ ÉÔ ÃÁÎ ÁÌÓÏ ÃÁÕÓÅ ÓÏÍÅ 
challenges for our vendors. Each street is different. You will have to deal with things such 
as: 

¶ Uneven surfaces. 

¶ Asphalt, concrete, grass, gravel or dirt surface. 

¶ Rain water drainage through your booth. 

¶ Hot sun with no shade. 

¶ Shade trees that drop leaves. 

¶ Loud music if you are near the stage. 

¶ Smoke if you are near the BBQ area. 

These are the things give Founders Day a unique feel. If you are looking for a small home 
town Texas experience, come join us! 

2.1 Mercer Street 

This is where it all started. We have vendors who have been coming back to their same 
booth for 20 years. It is hard to get a space here your first year, but if you keep coming back 
you get priority when a space becomes available. Most of the street is flat but booth spaces 
39 - 54 are on a sloping part of the street. There is no shade and it can get quite hot when 
the sun is shining. This street has the most traffic which is good and bad. Lots of shoppers 
but some are just trying to get from the Carnival to the BBQ. Electrical power is available in 
select locations. Booths 1 ɀ 48 are on the North side of the street. Booths  49 ɀ 88 are in the 
center of the street and booths 89 ɀ 142 are on the South side of the street. If you have a 
center booth, two sides of your booth will be open to the public. 
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These are pictures of Mercer Street before the festival. The first is from the corner of Mercer 
and San Marcos looking West. The second is from about half way down Mercer looking 
West. The small rock wall and bench on the left side of the street is the intersection of 
Mercer and Bluff. 

                

 

              
Mercer Street during the festival. 

2.2 Old Fitzhugh Road 

This is one of the entrance streets, so you get a lot of walk-in traffic. It is next to the music 
stage and the bathrooms, so that is another reason for people to be walking by. There are 
some shade trees as you get close to Mercer. This is the only street that we allow vendors to 
arrive and open their booths on Friday night. All the booths have electricity. 
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Old Fitzhugh Road before and during the festival. 

2.3 Bluff Street 

This is one of the main entrances off Hwy 290. There will be a lot of traffic but not as much 
as on Mercer. Some of the booths have shade trees. You will be setting up in the dirt and 
grass beside the road. Bring a tarp to put down in case of rain. There is no electrical power 
available. 

                

Bluff Street before the festival. 

               

Buff Street during the festival. 
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2.4 Wallace Street 

The pace on Wallace Street is a little slower, but this gives your customers more time to 
shop. Most of the booths have shade trees. If you have an even numbered booth you will be 
setting up on asphalt or gravel. Odd numbered booths will be on dirt or grass. You will be 
very near the food vendors and the BBQ area. The food always brings people to this area. 
Bring a tarp for the ground if you have small items that might get lost if dropped in the grass 
or if the ground is wet after a rain. All the even numbered booths have electricity. 

                 

Wallace Street before the festival. 

                

Wallace Street during the festival. 

3 Goods & Services 

Our goal is to provide a venue for local citizens and businesses to market their goods and 
services. We give priority to local vendors. Founders Day is a very popular event. We have 
sold out of booths every year for the past 5 years. New vendors are evaluated on a first 
come first serve basis, but being first will not guarantee you a spot. We are looking for 
vendors with quality products that fit into our small-town Texas theme. 

3.1 Arts &Crafts 

We are looking for vendors with handmade or locally produced items. This is not a juried 
show, but quality is important.  
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3.2 Business Goods 

This is an opportunity for local businesses to display and sell items from their store and to 
generate traffic through their storefront operation through out the year.  We accept vendors 
who are independent distributors of corporate products, but we limit participation to one 
vendor for each product. 

3.3 Business Services 

We are trying to provide a way for local businesses to advertise their services to the 
community. In the past some providers have asked to be placed close to others that provide 
similar or complementary services or that reside in the same location. Other providers have 
asked not to be placed near a competitor. This type of information should be included in the 
Special Requests section of the application. 

4 Application 

)Æ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ &ÏÕÎÄÅÒÓ $ÁÙ &ÅÓÔÉÖÁÌȟ ÆÉÌÌ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ 
application and sent it with your payment to: 

 

St. Martin de Porres 
P.O. Box 1062 
Dripping Springs, TX 78620
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2020 Arts & Crafts  / Business  Application  

April 2 4 - 26, 2020  Festival Hours  

Friday , April 24, 2020 4 pm- 9 pm 
Booths on Old Fitzhugh may  be open at 4 pm.  You may stay open as long as you like. 

Saturday, April 25, 2020 10 am- 9 pm 
Booths must be open 10 am- 6 pm.  You may stay open as long as you like. 

Sunday, April 26, 2020 11 am - 5 pm  

Booths must be open 11 am - 5 pm. 

General Information  

Ɇ (ÁÎÄÃÒÁÆÔÅÄȟ ÈÁÎÄ-enhanced, and original art are encouraged. We reserve the right to review all 

applications for suitability. You must list all products offered for sale. A booth deemed unsuitable will be 

refused entry and their fees refunded. We may bar items in bad taste.  This is a family event! 

Ɇ Vendors that participated in 2019 have until February 14 to reserve their booth space. 

Ɇ "ÏÏÔÈÓ applications from new vendors will be considered on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Ɇ Vendors are required to operate their booths both Saturday and Sunday unless arrangements are 

made prior to the festival. 

Ɇ 9ÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÒÅÎÔ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÏÎÅ ÓÐÁÃÅȢ %ÁÃÈ ÂÏÏÔÈ ÓÐÁÃÅ ÉÓ ρπȭ Ø ρπȭȢ 

Ɇ 6ÅÎÄÏÒÓ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉble for set-up, take down, and clean up. 

Ɇ 6ÅÎÄÏÒÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙ ÅÑÕÉÐÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÁÄÅȢ "ÒÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ Ï×Î ÔÁÂÌÅÓȟ ÃÈÁÉÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÅÎÔÓȢ 

Ɇ No stakes are to be hammered into the asphalt; canopies, tents, must be weighted down. (TxDOT will 

issue a citation to anyone hammering a stake into the asphalt.) 

Ɇ 6ÅÎÄÏÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÌÅ ÉÎ ÆÉÎÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î ÐÁÒËÉÎÇȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅÄ ÖÅÎÄÏÒ ÐÁÒËÉÎÇ ÁÒÅÁȢ   

Ɇ 9ÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ notification of your setup time two weeks before the festival. Set-up time starts as 

ÅÁÒÌÙ ÁÓ υȡσπ ÁÍ ÏÎ 3ÁÔȢ 9ÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÆÒÅÅ ÔÏ ÏÐÅÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÂÏÏÔÈ ÁÓ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÁÓ ÙÏÕȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÙÏÕ ÓÅÔ-up, but cars 

ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÏÆÆ ÓÔÒÅÅÔ ÂÙ ωȡππ ÁÍȢ Ɇ Only vendors with booths located on Fitzhugh Street may setup on 

Friday night.  All other Arts & Crafts vendors must setup Saturday morning. 

Prohibited Items  

Ɇ No alcoholic beverages may be sold or given away as samples. 
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Electricity  

Electricity is not available at all locations. If your booth has electricity the outlet may be up to 100 feet 

away. Be sure and bring an extension cord. The electrical service provided is a single 20 Amp 120 Volt 

outlet with Ground Fault protection. If you are powering a trailer, make sure that your trailer wiring 

does not have neutral and ground tied together. This will cause the ground fault interrupter to trip. If 

you rent more than one booth and require electricity, you will be charged the electrical fee for each 

booth. The following booths have electrical connections. 

Mercer Street:  1-9, 19-38, 99-116,  

Old Fitzhugh Road:   1-13 

Bluff Street:   No electricity available 

Wallace Street:  2-54 Even numbered spaces 

DEADLINES FOR ENTRY & FEE: Send in your entry and fee ASAP! 

× Feb. 14, 2020 - Deadline for 201 9 vendors prior to accepting new vendor applications.  
× By April 3 , 2020 - $125.00 (add $20.00 more for electrical outlet)  
× After April 3, 2020 - $145.00 (add $20.00 more for electrical outlet)  

 

PRINT THE APPLICATION AND SEND WITH PAYMENT TO:  

St. Martin d e Porres 

P.O. Box 1062 

Dripping Springs, TX 78620 

(check or money order to St. Martin de Porres Church) $30 fee for returned checks. 

 

More info: DSFoundersDayVendors@mneng.com or log on www.CityofDrippingSprings.com.  

Once your application and payment are received, a confirmation email with booth assignment will be 

sent.

mailto:DSFoundersDayVendors@mneng.com
http://www.cityofdrippingsprings.com/
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&ÏÕÎÄÅÒȭÓ $ÁÙ ςπ20/Arts &Crafts/Business  

Instructions for  Filling Out Application  

 

Please print ÌÅÇÉÂÌÙȢ )Æ ×Å ÃÁÎȭÔ ÒÅÁÄ ÙÏÕÒ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇȟ ×Å ÃÁÎȭÔ ÅÎÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔÌÙȢ 

Booth Number: If you are a returning vendor and know your booth number, enter it here. If not, leave it 

blank. 

Booth Fee: Enter the number of booths you wish to reserve. 

Street Selection:  Indicate your street preference by number. Returning vendors have until February 14 

to reserve their booth from last year or request a change. After February 14, we process booth change 

requests from returning vendors and then assign booths to new vendors. Requests for specific locations 

can be handled in the Special Requests section below. We will make every effort to accommodate your 

requests, but we make no guarantees. 

Electricity:  Check YES if you need electricity. Be advised that not all booths have electrical service.  

Include the $20.00 fee for each booth and if we are not able to accommodate you we will issue you a 

refund. 

Merchandise:  If you are a new vendor send a photo of your merchandise. Founders Day is a family 

event. We must make sure that merchandise is suitable for all age groups. 

Contact Name: Name of person responsible for the booth. If you have a partner, please select one 

person as the main contact. 

Company Name: This is the name that will be listed for your booth. 

Product / Craft : Let us know what you will be selling. When we assign booths, we try to group vendors 

ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒȟ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ Á ÊÅ×ÅÌÒÙ ÖÅÎÄÏÒ ÎÅØÔ ÔÏ Á ÌÁÄÙȭÓ ÃÌÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÖÅÎÄÏr. We would 

try not to put three jewelry vendors in a row. 

Email / Phone / Address / City / State / ZIP:  Contact information for main contact listed above. 

Category: With over 200 vendors it is sometimes hard for your customers to find you. We publish a 

directory that lists all the vendors by category. It is posted and available as a handout at Founders Day 

and it is available on the Founders Day web site. Select one and only one category that best describes 

your booth. If you are reserving multiple booths you may select a category for each space. 

Special Request: List any special requests or additional information that you feel that we need to know.  
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&ÏÕÎÄÅÒȭÓ $ÁÙ ςπ20/Arts &Crafts/Business  
APPLICATION FORM 

 

Return This Form  with Payment     Booth  Number 2019_______ 

ͺͺͺ  ρπȭØρπȭ "//4( &%%ȡ $125.00 

Indicate street preference by number . 1st, 2nd, 3rd , 4th   

___  MERCER STREET   ___ FITZHUGH STREET 

___  WALLACE STREET  ___ BLUFF STREET 

Yes____ No____ Electricity Fee: $20.00 additional per booth fee if el ectricity is needed 

___  Send photo of sample merchandise ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏÔ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ &ÏÕÎÄÅÒȭÓ ÄÁÙ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ 

Contact Name:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Company Name:________________________________________________________________________ 

Product/Craft (Do not leave blank) __________________________________________________ 

Email:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________  

City:________________________________________________ State:____________ Zip:______________ 

Category: (Select one)  _ Artwork  __ Clothing  __ Community Org.   __ Gourmet Specialty Products 
                 __ Hand Crafted Items  __ Health & Beauty  __ Home & Garden  __ Home Decorations 
                 __ Housewares  __ Jewelry  __ Fitness __  Local Business  __ Charity  __ Services  __ Toys 

Special Requests: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

DEADLINE FOR ENTRY & FEE: Send in your entry and fee ASAP! 
× Feb. 14, 2020 - Deadline for 201 9 vendors prior to accepting new vendor applications.  
× By April 3, 2020 - $125.00 (add $20.00 more for electrical outlet)  
× After April 3, 2020 - $145.00 (add $20.00 more for electrical outlet)  

 
PRINT THE APPLICATION AND SEND WITH PAYMENT TO:  

St. Martin de Porres  
|P.O. Box 1062 
Dripping Springs, TX 78620  
(check or money order to St. Martin de Porres Church) $30 fee for returned checks. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 

CK. DATE:_______________ #___________ Amount ________ͅͺͺͺͺͺͺ $ÁÔÅ 2ÅÃȭÄȢͺͺͺ______________________ 

 LY#________TY#_____ 



Application 

 

 


